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JULY 2023  

President's Message

Hello, I am John Lenz, the newly elected 

President of the Wilmington Ski Club.  Along 

with Mat Mitten, our new VP, and Raciel 

Moratin, our new Assistant Treasurer, we will 

be working with other members of our Club 

Council to help make your 2023-2024 ski 

season a success.  Denise Bassett, our 

Secretary, and Pam Kiss, our Treasurer, are 

our returning elected members of the Board. 

Please refer to the Council Directory on page 2 

or to our website for a list and the contact 

information of all of your Board members.

The sign-up for our European trip has already 

started. The acceptance date for applications 

for our Western trips is July 1 for “Continuous" 

members and July 15 for “non-Continuous” 

members.  Please make sure your applications 

are “postage” dated correctly.  See page 17, 

below (“WSC TRIP MEMBER APPLICATION 

INSTRUCTIONS”), for signup instructions.

On Wednesday, July 12, we will be returning 

to the Mashallton Steakhouse (formerly The 

Hunter’s Den) for our monthly meeting .  The 

management has informed us that we will be 

given an extended meeting area  due to our 

large turnout there in May.  Our trip leaders 

will be available to answer any of your 

questions about their trips.  And don’t forget 

about the 50-50 raffle! 

I would like to thank Sandy Dobbs and Mike 

and Sarah Berninger for hosting Home Happy 

Hours in June and Lois Morris for organizing  

the Kalmar Nickel cruise.  Lois has accepted 

the position of Activities Coordinator, so 

please contact her if you have ideas for future 

club activities.

 

I am sorry to announce that Brian and 

Madeline Auman will both be ending their 

careers as WSC Council members.  They each 

served in several positions with the Board 

over the past several years, most recently as 

President and Meetings Coordinator, 

respectively.  They will be missed, but their 

many contributions will be remembered.

And lastly,  but most assuredly, I want to 

thank Chris Bassett for the wonderful job he 

did as President of the WSC Board.  He, as 

others before him, have set a high standard 

for me and other to match.  I know that I will 

be seeking his advice during the coming year.  

Luckily, for us, Denise will remain as Board 

Secretary to keep us all on target.

THINK SNOW

John Lenz

President, Wilmington Ski Club, 2023-2024

Next Meeting:

The Marshallton Steakhouse & Seafood

3517 Old Capitol Trail
  Wilmington, DE 19808

Wednesday, July 12, 2023
Social: 7 to 8 pm,  Business: 8 to 9 pm

THIS IS AN IN-PERSON MEETING. PLEASE EXERCISE THE APPROPRIATE 
SAFEGUARDS: VACCINATION and/or MASKING.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/wilmingtonskiclub/sets
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wilmingtonskiclub/sets


2023-2024 Officer and Council Member Directory

Council meetings are held via video conference on the fourth Tuesday of each month unless otherwise 
noted in the Snow Plow Scrapings, on the website or by email. Meetings start at 7:30 pm and are open to 

all WSC members. Please contact a Council member for access information.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Prospective members can pick up an application at the monthly 
club meeting or download a membership form from our website (www.wilmski.org) and mail to 

WSC, PO Box 4759, Wilmington, DE 19807 along with your check made out to WSC. 
Yearly Dues: $40.00 (individual) or $56.00 (family) membership. 

MEETINGS: 8:00 PM (Social Hour at 7:00 pm) on the second Wednesday of each month. The 
meeting location will announced in the Snow Plow Scrapings, on the website or by email. 

Check website (wilmski.org) for directions. 

SNOW PLOW SCRAPINGS is the monthly newsletter of the Wilmington Ski Club. Please contact 
the Membership Committee about questions  concerning the Scrapings. In order to have the 

Snow Plow Scrapings issued in a timely manner, submissions will generally not be accepted after 
the 20th of each month. All submissions are subject to WSC Council approval.

Elected Officers

President:-   John Lenz 302-598-3764 johnlenz2309@gmail.com

Vice President:- Mat Mitten 302-530-8712 matmitten@comcast.net

Secretary:- Denise Bassett 302-530-5546 dmbassett62@gmail.com 

Treasurer:- Pam Kiss 302-463-9256 pamela.j.kiss@gmail.com

Asst. Treasurer:-      Raciel Moratin 302-753-3407 raciel99@gmail.com

Council Members

Activities:- LLois Morris 484–431–6769 lcm2unow@gmail.com

Asst.:*- Ewa Papiez 214-543-5843 EWAPAPIEZ@YAHOO.COM

Appreciation:*- Denise Bassett 302-530-5546 dmbassett62@gmail.com 

Happy Hours:*- Lois Morris 484–431–6769 lcm2unow@gmail.com

Business Manager:- Sue Gargel 610-457-2341 suefair17@yahoo.com

Legal:- Geoff Meyer 302-593-7270 geoffrey.e.meyer@gmail.com

Meetings:- Marianne Kennedy 302-299-5877 mlkennedy@comcast.net

Membership:- Bill Champion 302-475-2466 wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

Asst.:*- --- ----- -----

Scrapings Editor:-  Bill Champion 302-475-2466 wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

Co-Editor:*- OPEN ------ -----

Communications:*- Kurt Tappe 302-290-4371 ktappe@mac.com

Marketing:*- OPEN ------ -----

Webmaster: - Sandy Dobbs 302-753-0004 WilmingtonSkiClub.Webmaster@gmail.com

Asst. Webmaster:*- Kurt Tappe 302-290-4371 WilmingtonSkiClub.Webmaster@gmail.com

E-Mail Distribution:*- Bill Champion 302-475-2466 wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

July WSC Council Meeting
Tuesday, July 24, 7:30 pm via Video Conference 

*Non-voting position
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Banner Pictures (Page 1, L to R): 

 Schweitzer trip group photo; Spring Flowers, from Lois Morris; “Being One with the Mountain” at Lake Louise



Wilmington Ski Club
Upcoming Meeting

July Meeting
 

Wednesday, July 12
    The Marshallton Steakhouse & Seafood

3517 Old Capitol Trail

Wilmington, DE 19808

 Social: 7:00 pm, Meeting: 8:00 pm 

Drinks and food are available for purchase from the 
Happy Hour Menu.  Unfortunately, at this venue the 

club cannot provide food for the meeting.

    

 

  
.

This will be an in-person meeting.  Please follow 
COVID-19 safeguards: vaccination and/or masking.

Please note we had our May ski club meeting here. The bar 

happy hour is extended for the WSC until 9:00 pm.

More details on WSC Website https://www.wilmski.org/meetings

https://themarshallton.com
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https://themarshallton.com/HappyHour.aspx
https://www.wilmski.org/meetings
https://themarshallton.com/


Wilmington Ski Club
Volunteers Needed

The Wilmington Ski Club is an all-volunteer organization.  
We can succeed only with member participation.  Most 
of the positions in the club are filled, however we still 
have several openings that need to be filled.  The open 
positions include :

▪ Ski Club Meeting Greeters
▪ Day Ski Trip Coordinator
▪ Scrapings Editor(*) or Asst. Editor

Positions marked with (*) are voting Council members.

Contact John Lenz or refer to WSC website for more 
information.   

https://www.wilmski.org/open-council-positions
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https://www.wilmski.org/open-council-positions
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Election of Club Officers for 2023-24

Our list of club officers for 2023-24 is shown below.  John 
Lenz has served twice as Vice-President and is now 
President.  Mat Mitten joins council this year as Vice-
President.  Denise Bassett continues as Secretary.  Pam 
Kiss continues as Treasurer.  Raciel Moratin joins Council 
as Assistant Treasurer.

Thank you to our incoming Council for taking on these 
positions.  And thank you to Chris Bassett who has 
admirably filled several positions on Council including as 
President.  He now has the best position in the club as 
President Emeritus.

New  officers are:
 President – John Lenz
 Vice-President – Mat Mitten
 Secretary – Denise Bassett
 Treasurer – Pam Kiss
 Asst-Treasurer – Raciel Moratin



It’s that time of year again when we ask you to renew your 

membership in the Wilmington Ski Club.  

Your annual dues fund club activities like meetings (room 

rental and/or food), barbeques and club dinners. They 

allow us to procure outings supplies and support other 

club costs such as website hosting, email services, 

surveys, printing, insurance, taxes and other fees.  

Your dues do not fund ski trips which are self-funded by 

those who go on them.  Thus even if you do not ski or 

snowboard, but participate in club activities, we ask that 

you renew your membership. This will help the club 

continue to operate and provide fun social activities for all 

our members.  Annual dues are only $40 for an individual 

or $56 for a family. Our membership year runs from July 1 

through June 30. Please renew now.

Thank you and we look forward to another active year in 

the WSC.

It’s time to renew 

your membership!
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Signup for North American Ski Trips Opens:
- July 1, 2023 – Continuous WSC Members
- July 15, 2023 – All WSC Members
- June 29, 2023 – EPSC Club Members

Friday, June 30, 2023 
 Home Happy Hour at Sandy Dobbs’

Thursday, July 6, 2023
 Happy at the Sculpture Garden of the 
       Delaware Art Museum  

Wednesday, July 12, 2023
 July Ski Club Meeting, 

Thursday, July 20, 2023
 Pickleball, Hershey Run

Friday, July 21, 2023
 Group outing to Blue Rocks Game
 

Friday, July 28, 2023 
 Home Happy Hour at Anne Ceres’

Saturday, Aug 5, 2023 
 Home Happy Hour at Greg and Linda
       Falconi’s  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Upcoming club activities are shown on the WSC website under the

  tab for Activities (https://www.wilmski.org/) and under the tab for 

 Calendar (https://www.wilmski.org/calendar)
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https://www.wilmski.org/
https://www.wilmski.org/calendar


UPCOMING 

Home Happy Hours for 2023

Bring a bottle of wine or beer to share, an appetizer 
or dessert for four and relax with your club friends.

https://www.wilmski.org/happy-hours

UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 
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• June 30, Sandy Dobbs

• July 28, Anne Ceres

• August 5, Greg and Linda Falconi

• Sept 8, Pam and Larry Kiss

• Oct 6, Maria Kosmidou and Keith

   Hutchenson

• Nov 3, Sue and Jim Gargel

• Dec 1, Suzanne and Mat Mitten

 

https://www.wilmski.org/happy-hours


Wilmington Ski Club Home 

Happy Hour – TWO IN JUNE!!!

Bring a bottle of wine or beer to share, an appetizer 
or dessert for four and relax with your club friends.

Please RSVP to Sandy by Wednesday, 

June 28, 2023,

sdobbs@comcast.net or  302.753.0004, 

so she can have an idea of expected attendance. 
  

21 Woodbrook Circle 
Wilmington DE 19810

https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-dobbs

UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 

Hosted by Sandy Dobbs’
June 30, 2023 from 6 pm to 10 pm
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mailto:sdobbs@comcast.net
https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-dobbs


Happy Hour

UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 

Sculpture Garden, Delaware Art Museum
https://www.wilmski.org/happy-hour-delaware-art-museum
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Thursday, July 6, 2023 

5 pm to 7 pm

Music with food and drink available
 for purchase

4:00-8:00 p.m. free admission to 
museum and galleries (donations encouraged)

DON’T FORGET A LAWN CHAIR OR BLANKET!
Weather dependent. May be moved inside or 

cancelled due to weather. 
Check Delaware Art Museum for more details/cancellation.

Contact: Beth Lovering - 302-290-9200

https://www.wilmski.org/happy-hour-delaware-art-museum
https://www.delart.org/
mailto:bllovering@comcast.net
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UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 

 

 

 

LET’S PLAY PICKLEBALL! 

Wed. May 17th at 5:30 pm 

(Raindate 05/24/23)  

Village of Hershey Run Pickleball Courts 

1 Hershey Run Drive, Wilm. 19804 

What do you do in the off season when there’s no skiing? You play the fastest growing sport in 

the nation - pickleball! I have 2 private pickleball courts where I live and I’d love to share what 

I’ve learned so far. It’s a super fun sport, easy to learn, (harder to master)! No experience 

necessary and we have enough equipment for 8 players. If we have more than 8, we’ll rotate 

new players in. Both experienced and newbies players are welcome. Also feel free to come and 

watch.  

Rain/high winds/extreme temps will force a cancellation. Please email or text with your contact 

info if you’ll be playing. I’ll contact those who’ve confirmed if a cancellation occurs. If you’re 

interested in future pickup games email me with your info. See you on the courts! 

Kathy Chidester      302.545.4817 or via email at skikat9@hotmail.com 

---- Thursday, July 20 at 5:30 pm ----

Raindate - Thr., 07/27/23

https://www.wilmski.org/pickleball

Newly Renovated Courts!

https://www.wilmski.org/pickleball


Blue Rocks Baseball
https://www.wilmski.org/blue-rocks

Come Cheer on Mr. Celery!
Friday, July 21, 2023

Fireworks After the Game

Game Time 6:35 pm

Seats in Upper Boxes

If you are interested in 
going or for more information, 

contact Bill Champion at

wilmingtonskiclub@gmail.com

HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 
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https://www.wilmski.org/blue-rocks
mailto:wilmingtonskiclub@gmail.com


UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 

Wilmington Ski Club Home 

July Happy Hour

Bring a bottle of wine or beer to share, an appetizer 
or dessert for four and relax with your club friends.

Please RSVP to Anne by Wednesday, 

July 26, 2023,

aceres9@gmail.com or  302-229-9905, 

so she can have an idea of expected attendance. 
  

313 Regis Falls Ave.
Wilmington DE 19808

https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-ceres
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Hosted by Anne Ceres’
July 28, 2023 from 6 pm to 10 pm

 

mailto:aceres9@gmail.com
https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-ceres


Hosted by 
Greg and Linda  Falconi

Saturday, August 5, 2023 
from 6 pm to 10 pm

 

Wilmington Ski Club Home 

August Happy Hour

Bring a bottle of wine or beer to share, an appetizer 
or dessert for four and relax with your club friends.

Please RSVP to Linda or Greg by Wednesday, 

August 2, 2023,

Linda or text 856.332.4039, 

so she can have an idea of expected attendance. 
  

719 Chelsea Road
Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-falconi

UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 
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Hosted by Greg and Linda Falconi
Saturday, August 5, 2023 from 5 pm to 10 pm

Note, the happy hour is on a Saturday 
to avoid Friday evening beach traffic

mailto:falconi.linda@yahoo.com
https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-falconi


ANNOUNCING 2024 WSC SKI TRIPS

https://www.wilmski.org/2024-trips

2024 WILL BE AN EPIC PASS YEAR

2024 EPIC Pass Sale Started in March 2023 (plan to buy yours now)

Our club will run the following 2024 ski trips. WSC provides the trip, YOU provide 

the ski pass. If demand warrants, we may add a 4-5 day or long weekend trip. Sign-up 

procedures/rules will be reviewed/updated at our May meeting.

Whistler/Blackcomb, BC

January 20-27 

Staying in the Delta Whistler Village Suites (1 and 2 bedroom; full kitchen)

Trips Leader: Michael Berninger, Asst. Leader: Suzanne Prestileo-King

Vail, CO

February 3-10

Staying at the Hilton Highline – Double Q/Q Rooms

Trips Leader: Patricia Bartlett, Asst. Leader: Ann Meyer

Madonna di Campiglio (Trentino) and Milan, Italy

March 1-12 with 3 nights in Milan

Staying at the Sport Hotel Romantic Plaza and Milan Hilton (4*) 

Trips Leader: Anne Ceres, Asst. Leader: Dan Falcone

Heavenly/Lake Tahoe, CA/NV

March 16-23

Staying in the Harrah’s Lake Tahoe Hotel, Premium King and Q/Q Rooms

Trips Leader: Kurt Tappe, Asst. Leader: Marianne Kennedy

Next Year’s Trips

2024 Ski Trips Preview
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https://www.wilmski.org/2024-trips


 

Madonna di Campiglio Ski Trip Signup Opened:

- May 15, 2023 – Continuous WSC Members
- May 29, 2023 – All WSC Members
- June 5, 2023 – Members of EPSC Clubs

North American Ski Trips Signup Opens:
(Whistler/Blackcomb, Vail, Heavenly)

- July 1, 2023 – Continuous WSC Members
- July 15, 2023 – All WSC Members
- July 29 5, 2023 – Members of EPSC Clubs
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Next Year’s Trips

This Year’s Signup Dates

https://www.wilmski.org/2024-trips

https://www.wilmski.org/2024-trips


WSC TRIP MEMBER APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
   

Implementation:  March 2023

Given the popularity of WSC trips, Council believes it is important to establish a 

clear trip application process in order to make the process fair for all 

members. This process will also provide our trip leaders with a consistent 
process. 

Please carefully review the information below for a list of changes and some 
highlights.  

1) Postmark

ALL applications must be Postmarked (or an express delivery ship date).  

Postmark will be the date used to determine how applications are considered, not 
date received. 

1) Date Trip Opens (publicized sign up date)

The earliest Postmark date is the publicized “Date Trip Opens” or sign up date. 

1) Early Applications

Any applications Postmarked before the “Date Trip Opens” will be deemed 
postmarked 2 days after the “Date Trip Opens”.

1) Complete Application

To be considered timely, an application must include all the necessary documents.   

A checklist has been created to assist.  Important:   An incomplete submission may 
delay or disqualify your application for the trip.

The details are posted on our website under the Policies & Forms tab > Policies & 

Procedures >  or can be accessed through the links below.  

A) Details:  For complete details click on the link below:

Trip Application Member Instructions https://www.wilmski.org

A) Checklist:  For a helpful checklist to ensure your application is completed click on the 
link below:

Trip Application Member Checklist https://www.wilmski.org

For any questions about this new process, please contact Kurt Tappe 
(ktappe@mac.com) or Anne Ceres (aceres9@gmail.com). 
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https://www.wilmski.org/
https://www.wilmski.org/
mailto:ktappe@mac.com
mailto:aceres9@gmail.com


https://www.wilmski.org/whistler
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https://www.wilmski.org/whistler


https://passes.ski.com/marcie-passes 

.https://webservices.travelguard.com/Product/FileRetrieval.aspx?CountryCode=US&StateCode=A
L&ProductCode=951501&PlanCode=NW21&FileType=PROD_PLAN_GM

https://www.wilmski.org/vail 19

https://passes.ski.com/marcie-passes
https://webservices.travelguard.com/Product/FileRetrieval.aspx?CountryCode=US&StateCode=AL&ProductCode=951501&PlanCode=NW21&FileType=PROD_PLAN_GM
https://webservices.travelguard.com/Product/FileRetrieval.aspx?CountryCode=US&StateCode=AL&ProductCode=951501&PlanCode=NW21&FileType=PROD_PLAN_GM
https://www.wilmski.org/vail


https://www.wilmski.org/trips-trentino-and-milan 20

https://www.wilmski.org/trips-trentino-and-milan


21https://www.wilmski.org/lake-tahoe

https://www.wilmski.org/lake-tahoe


As you know, the Club’s 2024 North 

American ski trips are all to ski areas 

operated by Vail Resorts. Accordingly, 

Whistler Blackcomb (January 20-27,) 

Vail (February 3-10,) and Heavenly 

(March 16-23) all accept the Epic 

Pass®. And for our European trip, 

MaDonna di Campiglio (March 1-12) 

accepts the full Epic Pass as well. 

Indeed, you may well find it less 

expensive to use some version of an 

Epic Pass than trying to buy tickets 

directly from the resorts.  

But you may be thinking, “I only plan 

to go on one of the trips next year and 

I don’t think that a full-blown Epic Pass 

will be right for me.”  That is certainly a 

reasonable concern.  But the good 

news is that the Epic Pass program has 

a variety of pass options, from a single 

day for one resort to up to 7 days at 

each of over 40 locations.

Probably you know about the full Epic 

Pass; 7 days of skiing, over 40 resorts, 

no blackout dates.  Or, maybe you’ve 

considered the Epic Local Pass that 

gets you 5 days at most of those 

resorts but with some restrictions, such 

as holiday blackouts or 10 combined 

days at Whistler Blackcomb, Vail, and 

Beaver Creek.  But did you know about 

the Epic Day Pass? 

The Epic Day Pass might be right 

for you.

Depending on which trip you go on, 

you may find that the Epic Day Pass 

will fit your needs.  Quoting from 

epicpass.com, “The Epic Day Pass can 

be customized to fit your plans for 

the season. You can build your own 

pass based on the number of days you 

plan to ski or ride (1-7), whether you 

want access on restricted days, and 

how many resorts you want access to 

(All resorts, 32 resorts, or 22 

resorts). You can use your days when 

you want throughout the season – they 

do not have to be consecutive.”

To help you figure out which option is 

best for you, the Epic Pass website has 

a tool to assist. Go to the Epic Pass 

website and select the Passes 

dropdown list and then select Epic 

Pass You will see a description of the 

pass options. Scroll down to “Not 

Finding the Pass for You?” and there’s a 

link for “View All Passes.” Check out the 

section on Epic Day Pass. You’ll see a 

tool to help you select the right option. 

And remember that an Epic Day Pass 

allows you to ski at a variety of the Epic 

resorts, not just one. So, you could ski 

several days on one of our North 

American trips and save a day or two 

for something in Pennsylvania, Vermont 

or New Hampshire. The tool is quite 

helpful. You just need to identify where 

you want to ski and how many days.  

Again, if you think you will ski more 

than 7 days, then an Epic Local Pass 

or a full Epic Pass may be right for 

you.  Remember, though, that while 

Epic Pass products have just gone on 

sale, historically, the prices have 

increased as we get closer to the 

season. So, you may save some money 

by deciding sooner rather than later 

where you want to ski next season.

It’s not really an epic adventure to select 

the right pass for next season.
Chris Bassett

22

http://www.epicpass.com/
https://www.epicpass.com/passes/epic-pass.aspx
https://www.epicpass.com/passes/epic-pass.aspx


---- If you are interested in playing in a WSC foursome, ------

please contact John Lenz.

Mainland Golf Course Map

EPSC 2023 Golf Outing Registration Form

https://www.wilmski.org/epsc-golf-outing

EPSC 2023 4th Charity Golf Outing Co 

Sponsored by Merck Ski Assoc. (perfectgolfevent.com)
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Mainland+Golf+Course/@40.2485009,-75.3616525,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89c698bf811f4091:0x51bddd43ba8e7c06!8m2!3d40.2485009!4d-75.3616525!16s%2Fg%2F1tf7t2d7
https://epsc-2023-charity-golf-outing.perfectgolfevent.com/
https://www.wilmski.org/epsc-golf-outing
https://epsc-2023-charity-golf-outing.perfectgolfevent.com/
https://epsc-2023-charity-golf-outing.perfectgolfevent.com/
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EPSC and National Ski Council 
Federation NEWS

 

EPSC 
The Eastern Pennsylvania Ski Council website is a 
good resource for snowsports happenings in our area. 

For more information, see:
https://easternpaskicouncil.org/wp/home/ 

National Ski Council Federation newsletters.
Catch up with happenings around the country with

https://skifederation.org/
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https://easternpaskicouncil.org/wp/home/
https://skifederation.org/


LINKS

 

Trip Application.
This is the link to the WSC Forms Page on our website where you 

can access the various trip applications: 
http://www.wilmski.org/policies-and-forms/ 

The link also takes you to WSC Trip cancellation policies and 
review is recommended for anyone who has signed up for a 

Wilmington Ski Club ski vacation. 

Membership Application.
This is the link to the WSC membership information and 

application form: 
http://www.wilmski.org/membership/

Eastern Pennsylvania Ski Council and National Ski Council 
Federation

Use these links to find discounts and activities from the National 
Ski Council Federation and EPSC and other member clubs:

https://skifederation.org/
http://www.wilmski.org/epsc

THINK SNOW!

32

http://www.wilmski.org/policies-and-forms/
http://www.wilmski.org/membership/
https://skifederation.org/
http://www.wilmski.org/epsc
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