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postmark must be no sooner than the first 

date of trip availability. As an example, if a trip 

opens on June 1st, applications must be 

postmarked no earlier than June 1. Remember 

that Continuous Members (paid members for 

at least the previous two Club years) have first 

access to trips. 

We have activities coming up.  There is a 

Happy Hour at 1937 Brewing Company at 

Delaware Park on Thursday, April 13 starting 

at 4 pm.  The first Home Happy Hour of the 

Season is Friday, May 5 at Frank Maderich’s. 

We’ll have a group at the 45th Annual Point-

To-Point on Sunday, May 7.  Please check the 

weekly WSC email and the website for more 

information.  If you have an idea for an event 

you’d like to host, please contact Lois Morris.

Finally, we have openings on your Council. All 

Club Officer positions are up for elections. 

While we have nominees for President, 

Treasurer and Secretary, we do need a new 

Vice President. Please look at the page about 

volunteers and consider bringing your talents 

to the Club. We need YOU!

See you at the April 12th meeting. Cheers.

Chris

Chris Bassett

President, Wilmington Ski Club

Hello Spring.  

It looks like good spring skiing this year. I know 

a few folks will take advantage of the deep 

snows out west.  Or the spring skiing in the 

Northeast. Have fun!  If you’re done for the 

season, I hope you had a great one.

Please join me in thanking Bob and Clare 

(Copper), Anne and Marianne (St. Anton), Kurt 

and Bob (Schweitzer), Michael and Suzanne 

(Banff), and Pam (Elk) for leading our trips this 

season.  As you know, our trip leaders make it 

happen.

It’s time to start thinking about 2024 travel. 

While there will be more information coming 

soon, look forward to Whistler Blackcomb, 

Vail, Madonna di Campiglio and Heavenly. 

These resorts accept Epic Pass products.  It’s a 

good time to think about where you’ll want to 

go and how many days you’ll ski. For those 

who may ski only one trip next year, there is 

an article in this issue about the Epic Day Pass 

that might be helpful.

While I’m on the subject of next year’s trips, 

your Club’s Council has modified the sign-up 

process to make it fairer to all members.  This 

year, we’ll use the postmark of the trip 

application mailing as the primary determining 

factor in signups. Applications must be 

postmarked by either US Postal Service or an 

overnight delivery service (e.g. FedEx.) The 

President's Message

Next Meeting:

Grotto Pizza

1819 Pennsylvania Ave    
Wilmington, DE 19806

Wednesday, April 12, 2023
Social: 7 to 8 pm,  Business: 8 to 9 pm

THIS IS AN IN-PERSON MEETING. PLEASE EXERCISE THE APPROPRIATE 
SAFEGUARDS: VACCINATION and/or MASKING.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/wilmingtonskiclub/sets
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wilmingtonskiclub/sets
mailto:lcm2unow@gmail.com


2022-2023 Officer and Council Member Directory

Council meetings are held via video conference on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month unless otherwise noted in the Snow Plow Scrapings, on the 
website or by email. Meetings start at 7:30 pm and are open to all WSC 

members. Please contact a Council member for access information.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: Prospective members can pick up an application at the monthly 
club meeting or download a membership form from our website (www.wilmski.org) and mail to 

WSC, PO Box 4759, Wilmington, DE 19807 along with your check made out to WSC. 
Yearly Dues: $40.00 (individual) or $56.00 (family) membership. 

MEETINGS: 8:00 PM (Social Hour at 7:00 pm) on the second Wednesday of each month. The 
meeting location will announced in the Snow Plow Scrapings, on the website or by email. 

Check website (wilmski.org) for directions. 

SNOW PLOW SCRAPINGS is the monthly newsletter of the Wilmington Ski Club. Please contact 
the Membership Committee about questions  concerning the Scrapings. In order to have the 

Snow Plow Scrapings issued in a timely manner, submissions will generally not be accepted after 
the 20th of each month. All submissions are subject to WSC Council approval.

Elected Officers

President:- Chris Bassett 302-999-7266 ctbassett@gmail.com

Vice President:- John Lenz 302-598-3764 johnlenz2309@gmail.com

Secretary:- Denise Bassett 302-530-5546 dmbassett62@gmail.com 

Treasurer:- Pam Kiss 302-463-9256 pamela.j.kiss@gmail.com

Council Members

Activities:- L Lois Morris 484–431–6769 lcm2unow@gmail.com

Appreciation:*- Denise Bassett 302-530-5546 dmbassett62@gmail.com 

Happy Hours:*- Lois Morris 484–431–6769 lcm2unow@gmail.com

Business Manager:- Brian Auman 614-203-4389 nitneelion@verizon.net

Legal:- Geoff Meyer 302-593-7270 geoffrey.e.meyer@gmail.com

Meetings:- Madeline Auman 614-204-7443 bcahma@sbcglobal.net

Membership:- Ted Patten 302-772-9353 tpatten17@gmail.com

Asst.:*- Bill Champion 302-475-2466 wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

Newsletter

Editor:- Bill Champion 302-475-2466 wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

Co-Editor:*- OPEN ------ ------

Communications:*- Kurt Tappe 302-290-4371 ktappe@mac.com

Marketing:*- Chris Bassett 302-999-7266 ctbassett@gmail.com

Webmaster: -

Asst. Webmaster:*-

Sandy Dobbs

Kurt Tappe

302-753-0004

302-290-4371

WilmingtonSkiClub.Webmaster@gmail.com

WilmingtonSkiClub.Webmaster@gmail.com

E-Mail Distribution:*- Bill Champion 302-475-2466 wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

Skiing

Trips Co-chair:- Anne Ceres 302-229-9905 aceres9@gmail.com

Trips Co-chair:-

Racing:*-

Kurt Tappe

Bill Champion

302-290-4371

302-475-2466

ktappe@mac.com

wlchampion.wilmski@gmail.com

Next WSC Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 25, 7:30 pm via Video Conference 

*Non-voting position
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Wednesday, April 12, 2023
Ski Club Meeting at Grotto Pizza

Thursday, April 13, 2023,
Happy Hour at 1937 Brewing Company

Friday and Saturday, April 28 and 29, 2023
Ocean to Bay Bike Tour

Friday May 5, 2023
Home Happy Hour at Frank Maderich’s

Sunday May 7, 2023
Winterthur Point to Point Steeplechase

Wednesday, May 10, 2023
Ski Club Meeting at Grotto Pizza

Madonna di Campiglio Ski Trip Signup Opens
- May 15, 2023 – Continuous WSC Members
- May 29, 2023 – All WSC Members

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Upcoming club activities are shown on the WSC website 

under the tab for Activities (https://www.wilmski.org/) and 

under the tab for Calendar (https://www.wilmski.org/calendar)

https://www.wilmski.org/
https://www.wilmski.org/calendar


Wednesday, April 12
Social: 7:00 pm

Meeting: 8:00 pm 

Bar and food available

Grotto Pizza

1819 Pennsylvania Ave  

Wilmington, DE 19806
Our new meeting location has a meeting room 

for us, a bar and food

More details on WSC Website https://www.wilmski.org/meetings

This will be an in-person meeting.  Please follow 
COVID-19 safeguards: vaccination and/or masking.

. 4

https://www.wilmski.org/meetings


https://www.wilmski.org/open-council-positions5
5

mailto:ctbassett@gmail.com
https://www.wilmski.org/open-council-positions


ANNOUNCING FUTURE WSC SKI TRIPS

https://www.wilmski.org/2024-trips

2024 WILL BE AN EPIC PASS YEAR

2024 EPIC Pass Sale Started in March 2023 (plan to buy yours now)

Our club will run the following 2024 ski trips. WSC provides the trip, YOU

provide the ski pass. If demand warrants, we may add a 4-5 day or long

weekend trip. Sign-up procedures/rules will be reviewed/updated at our May

meeting.

Whistler/Blackcomb

January 20-27 (with a possible 8th night in Vancouver)

Staying in the Delta Whistler Village Suites (1 and 2 bedroom; full kitchen)

Vail, CO

February 3-10

Staying at the Hilton Highline – Double Q/Q Rooms

Madonna di Campiglio (Trentino) and Milan, Italy

March 1-12 with 3 nights in Milan

Staying at the Sport Hotel Romantic Plaza and Milan Hilton (4*)

Heavenly/Lake Tahoe

March 16-23

Staying in the Harrah’s Lake Tahoe Hotel, Premium King and Q/Q Rooms

The Ski Trips Committee is looking for volunteers to lead a couple of trips.

If you are an experienced leader and enjoy organizing trip(s) please contact

Kurt Tappe and Anne Ceres. Willingness to be a team-player is highly

desired. If you would like to learn how to lead, you can start with an Elk

Mountain daytrip and build from there. Training will be provided.

Next Year’s Trips

2024 Ski Trips Preview
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https://www.wilmski.org/2024-trips


As you know, the Club’s 2024 North 

American ski trips are all to ski areas 

operated by Vail Resorts. Accordingly, 

Whistler Blackcomb (January 20-27,) 

Vail (February 3-10,) and Heavenly 

(March 16-23) all accept the Epic 

Pass®. And for our European trip, 

MaDonna di Campiglio (March 1-12) 

accepts the full Epic Pass as well. 

Indeed, you may well find it less 

expensive to use some version of an 

Epic Pass than trying to buy tickets 

directly from the resorts.  

But you may be thinking, “I only plan 

to go on one of the trips next year and 

I don’t think that a full-blown Epic Pass 

will be right for me.”  That is certainly a 

reasonable concern.  But the good 

news is that the Epic Pass program has 

a variety of pass options, from a single 

day for one resort to up to 7 days at 

each of over 40 locations.

Probably you know about the full Epic 

Pass; 7 days of skiing, over 40 resorts, 

no blackout dates.  Or, maybe you’ve 

considered the Epic Local Pass that 

gets you 5 days at most of those 

resorts but with some restrictions, such 

as holiday blackouts or 10 combined 

days at Whistler Blackcomb, Vail, and 

Beaver Creek.  But did you know about 

the Epic Day Pass? 

The Epic Day Pass might be right 

for you.

Depending on which trip you go on, 

you may find that the Epic Day Pass

will fit your needs.  Quoting from 

epicpass.com, “The Epic Day Pass can 

be customized to fit your plans for 

the season. You can build your own 

pass based on the number of days you 

plan to ski or ride (1-7), whether you 

want access on restricted days, and 

how many resorts you want access to 

(All resorts, 32 resorts, or 22 

resorts). You can use your days when 

you want throughout the season – they 

do not have to be consecutive.”

To help you figure out which option is 

best for you, the Epic Pass website has 

a tool to assist. Go to the Epic Pass

website and select the Passes

dropdown list and then select Epic 

Pass You will see a description of the 

pass options. Scroll down to “Not 

Finding the Pass for You?” and there’s a 

link for “View All Passes.” Check out the 

section on Epic Day Pass. You’ll see a 

tool to help you select the right option. 

And remember that an Epic Day Pass

allows you to ski at a variety of the Epic 

resorts, not just one. So, you could ski 

several days on one of our North 

American trips and save a day or two 

for something in Pennsylvania, Vermont 

or New Hampshire. The tool is quite 

helpful. You just need to identify where 

you want to ski and how many days.  

Again, if you think you will ski more 

than 7 days, then an Epic Local Pass

or a full Epic Pass may be right for 

you.  Remember, though, that while 

Epic Pass products have just gone on 

sale, historically, the prices have 

increased as we get closer to the 

season. So, you may save some money 

by deciding sooner rather than later 

where you want to ski next season.

It’s not really an epic adventure to select 

the right pass for next season.
Chris Bassett
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http://www.epicpass.com/
https://www.epicpass.com/passes/epic-pass.aspx
https://www.epicpass.com/passes/epic-pass.aspx


**NEW** WSC TRIP MEMBER APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Implementation:  March 2023

Given the popularity of WSC trips, Council believes it is important to establish a 

clear trip application process in order to make the process fair for all 

members. This process will also provide our trip leaders with a consistent 
process. 

Please carefully review the information below for a list of changes and some 
highlights.  

1) Postmark

ALL applications must be Postmarked (or an express delivery ship date).  

Postmark will be the date used to determine how applications are considered, not 
date received. 

2) Date Trip Opens (publicized sign-up date)

The earliest Postmark date is the publicized “Date Trip Opens” or sign-up date. 

3) Early Applications

Any applications Postmarked before the “Date Trip Opens” will be deemed 
postmarked 2 days after the “Date Trip Opens”.

4) Complete Application

To be considered timely, an application must include all the necessary documents.   

A checklist has been created to assist.  Important:   An incomplete submission may 

delay or disqualify your application for the trip.

Details: 

The details are posted on our website under the Policies & Forms tab > Policies & 

Procedures > or can be accessed through the links below.  

A) Trip Application Member Instructions, click here: Application Instructions link

B) Checklist:  For a helpful checklist to ensure your application is completed, click here:   
Application Checklist link

For any questions about this new process, please contact Kurt Tappe

(ktappe@mac.com) or Anne Ceres (aceres9@gmail.com). 
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https://www.wilmski.org/s/Trip-Application-Member-Instructions-32023.pdf
https://www.wilmski.org/s/Trip-Application-Member-Checklist-3-2023.pdf
mailto:ktappe@mac.com
mailto:aceres9@gmail.com


MADONNA DI CAMPIGLIO (TRENTINO) AND MILAN, ITALY

March 1-12, 2024 – Included in Full Epic Pass

SportHotel Romantic Plaza – March 2-9

Hydropool, Sauna, Spa, and Fitness

Located in the center of Madonna di Campiglio 

50 meters to chairlift; 150 meters to cable car

Hilton Milano – March 9-12

(5) Dinners included, 2 group nights on our own

and all Breakfasts

Lift Tickets Extra (~$350-$400, no senior disc.); or

https://www.skirama.it/en (full epic pass only)

Trip Insurance is Encouraged

TRIP SIGNUPS BEGIN

May 15 – 29 Continuous Members Only

May 29 – June 12 Non-Continuous and New Members

June 12 on – EPSC Members welcomed

(2) Comfort Rooms (single occ.) - $3,250.00*

(15) Superior Rooms with balcony - $2,750.00* per

(7) Panoramic Rooms (living room or balcony) - $2,850.00* per

Land Only – (spots 43-46+ only) - Less $880* per

Trip Payments: $1,000 at signup; balance divided equally, due August 15 and October 15

Madonna di Campiglio (Trentino), one of the world’s best ski

resorts with lots of activities for skiers and non-skiers; and

Milan, the fashion capital of the World with not to miss

attractions including the Duomo, Sforza Castle, the Scala

Theater, Navigli (canals), art galleries and museums.

Leader:  Anne Ceres

(302) 229-9905; aceres9@gmail.com

Asst. Leader: Open

*Prices are subject to possible air increase.



https://www.wilmski.org/happy-hours

Thursday, April 13, 2023 

4:00 pm ‘til ??
(2 to 6 pm Brewery Happy Hour)

Located in the Delaware Park Casino

777 Delaware Park Blvd.

Wilmington, DE 19804
https://1937brewingco.com/

Hosted by Beth Lovering,

302-290-9200

Happy Hour at

1937 Brewing Company
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UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 

https://www.wilmski.org/happy-hours
https://1937brewingco.com/


For all you cyclists out there, the Annual Ocean to Bay Bike Tour is 

being held this April 28-29. On Saturday the 29th, it's a loop ride of 
either 30, 50 or 100 miles from downtown Bethany, through the 

farmlands to the bay and back around to 
Bethany. https://oceantobaybiketour.com/

Some club members have already registered for the 30-mile ride on 
4/29/23 under the team name of Pickled Skiers (some pickleball 

players are planning to ride too). Lois Morris is designated captain 
and if you register that way by 3/31/23, you save $10. You are not 

limited to the 30-mile ride by registering as a team member. Feel free 
to opt for the 50- or 100-mile rides, if that's your sweet spot.

Registration includes the ride, refreshments at each of the 2 rest 
stops, a ticket for lunch and a commemorative shirt.

For more information, please contact Lois Morris at 
lcm2unow@gmail.com

This is not a ski club trip but rather just a heads up that the ride is 
available for anyone interested in participating.

Annual Ocean to Bay Bike Tour
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https://oceantobaybiketour.com/
mailto:lcm2unow@gmail.com


First Wilmington Ski Club Home 

Happy Hour of 2023!

Bring a bottle of wine or beer to share, an appetizer 
or dessert for four and relax with your club friends.

Please RSVP to Frank by Wednesday, May 3, 2023,

fmaderich@gmail.com or 302.478.5798, 

so he can have an idea of expected attendance. 

611 Mt Lebanon Rd, 
Wilmington DE 19803

Mt Lebanon Rd is a wide street and parking is permitted 

on both sides.

https://www.wilmski.org/home-happy-hour-maderich

UPCOMING HAPPY HOURS AND EVENTS 

Hosted by Frank Maderich

May 5, 2023 from 6 pm to 10 pm
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mailto:fmaderich@gmail.com
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https://www.wilmski.org/pointtopoint
13

https://www.wilmski.org/pointtopoint


Racing News
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Masters Racing

The end of season Championship races for Mid-Atlantic Masters 

were scheduled for Saturday, March 3 at Gore, NY.  But there was 

too much snow on the course to safely race.  So instead, 

everybody went skiing in East Coast Powder.  The races were then 

held on Sunday.  Steve Zilli, Paul Fowser and Susan Maximuk

represented Wilmington Ski Club. Susan Maximuk finished third in 

her ability group.  Paul also finished third in his ability group, 0.03 

seconds behind Ron Konsza. 

Eastern Pennsylvania Ski Council (EPSC )Racing

Despite tough skiing conditions in Pennsylvania for most of the ski 

season, we had great conditions at Elk, PA for the end of season 

EPSC Council Cup race.  Paul Fowser, Susan Maximuk, Rich Zober 

and Ron Konsza raced for Wilmington against some tough 

competition.

Many of the masters racers who race for clubs in EPSC were there.  

Even though we would have liked to have done better, it was a 

great ski day and a great race.

The race was on Slalom, which is one of the best race trails in 

Pennsylvania.  The number of racers was not large, so we got 

through the race fairly quickly.  So after racing we had plenty of 

time for some good skiing.   

Now it is time to head West for Spring Skiing followed by an end of 

the year ski tune with a good coat of summer wax. 

Time to Think Warm

Bill Champion



Independent Bike and Barge Tour Offered to Wilmington Ski Club

September 6, 2023 to September 17, 2023

https://www.wilmski.org/brusselsamsterdam

Post-trip extension $445 per-person (double occupancy)

Subject to availability – Return September 19

Anita O’Donnell with Cruise Planners has offered to put together a bike and barge tour beginning in 

Belgium ending up in Amsterdam in Holland. Currently, there are 11 cabins for 22 people; however, 

availability may change.  VBT Bicycling Vacations (Williston, VT) is the vendor.  

We are advertising this trip to Wilmington Ski Club members and guests.  This is not an officially 

sanctioned trip from the WSC, so you won’t be signing waivers of liability with WSC, and your 

arrangements for this trip will be made with VBT through Cruise Planners. Your tour leader is VBT, and 

they will take care of airfare, the trip details, and transfers for transportation if you select airfare with them.   

You will have two tour guides with VBT during the barge portion of the trip. 

You have three options:

1. AIR PACKAGE:  VBT books your international air from PHL; roundtrip transfers are included, 2 

nights in a Bruges 4-star hotel; 1 night in an Amsterdam hotel at the end of the trip; see LAND ONLY 

for the remainder of the package description. The air package is $5645 from Philadelphia per person 

double occupancy. Quotes from most major airports are available (price will change based on 

Gateway) and you may extend your trip.

2. OWN AIR:  You book your own air, but participate in the full 11-day vacation; this option is $4876 per 

person, double occupancy. Refer to LAND ONLY for the remainder of the vacation.

3. LAND ONLY PACKAGE:  7 nights aboard a private canal barge, 15 meals (7 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 5 

dinners); 2 bilingual tour guides, support vehicle, bike and helmet, facilitated cultural experiences. 

Price is $4295 per person, double occupancy, no extensions allowed.

Deposit of $500 per person is due before December 1; balance of trip (including air) is due May 5.

The air package is a good deal. When you purchase your own air, your purchase it immediately. 

If you choose to purchase your own air, do not do so until you have been confirmed by VBT. 
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https://www.wilmski.org/brusselsamsterdam


The Ski Club’s Group space will be released on December 2 so 

space is subject to availability after then!

Please confirm the details with Anita. All payments will be via credit 

card through Cruise Planners. No cash or checks for this trip.

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS: https://bit.ly/3FG7l34

General Questions:  Marie Maks (302) 545-2103

For questions on this Bike & Barge trip:  Anita O’Donnell, Cruise 

Planners (302) 607-8216

PLEASE NOTE: When you visit the VBT website, you’re going to ask 

“Why is the price less on the website?” It’s the Gateway. They’ve 

priced it with the least expensive Gateway. Also, if you want to extend 

the trip and your roommate doesn’t, you can pay the single 

supplement to extend your trip. Then, you’ll have your own hotel room 

too. ALSO, we need your height and bike choice (step-over, step-

through with slated top tube) at time of booking.

DISCLAIMER: The Wilmington Ski Club is not a sponsor or 

administrator of this trip and is not responsible for the information 

provided by VBT or Cruise Planners, and shall not be liable for any 

outcomes of or claims arising out of this trip. 

Independent Bike and Barge Tour Offered to Wilmington Ski Club

September 6, 2023 to September 17, 2023

https://www.wilmski.org/brusselsamsterdam
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Itinerary:  Destination-- Brussels to Amsterdam:

Day 1 Sept 6, 2023  PHL-Brussels

Day 2 Sept 7, 2023  Arrive in Brussels; night in hotel

Day 3 Sept 8, 2023 Brussels; explore yourself for day

Day 4 Sept 9, 2023 Embark Brussels on barge and cruise to Ghent; 

choice of biking 11 mi; breakfast and dinner

Day  5 Sept 10, 2023 Tour Ghent and bicycle to Dendemonde; 18 mi 

a.m. 2 mi p.m.; breakfast and dinner

Day 6 Sept 11, 2023 Cycle to Antwerp  16 mi+ 8 mi+14 mi ; breakfast

Day 7 Sept 12, 2023 visit Antwerp and cruise to Tholen; breakfast and 

dinner

Day 8 Sept 13, 2023 Cycle Tholen to Willemstad; cruise to Dordrecht; 

27 mi +1 mi; Breakfast, lunch

Day 9 Sept 14, 2023 Cruise to Alblasserdam/cycle to 

Kinderdijk/Schoonhoven/Vianen; 20 mi+16 mi; Breakfast, lunch, 

dinner

Day 10 Sept 15, 2023 Arrive in Amsterdam:  Cruise and bike; 14 mi+8 

mi; Breakfast, lunch, dinner

Day 11 Sept 16, 2023 Depart barge and explore Amsterdam; 

breakfast; stay in hotel

Day 12 Sept 17, 2023 Departure from Amsterdam after breakfast with 

transfers; arrival in PHL p.m.

Independent Bike and Barge Tour Offered to Wilmington Ski Club

September 6, 2023 to September 17, 2023

https://www.wilmski.org/brusselsamsterdam
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EPSC and National Ski Council 
Federation NEWS

EPSC
The Eastern Pennsylvania Ski Council website is a 
good resource for snowsports happenings in our area. 

For more information, see:
https://easternpaskicouncil.org/wp/home/

National Ski Council Federation newsletters.
Catch up with happenings around the country with

https://skifederation.org/
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LINKS

Trip Application.
This is the link to the WSC Forms Page on our website where you 

can access the various trip applications: 
http://www.wilmski.org/policies-and-forms/ 

The link also takes you to WSC Trip cancellation policies and 
review is recommended for anyone who has signed up for a 

Wilmington Ski Club ski vacation. 

Membership Application.
This is the link to the WSC membership information and 

application form: 
http://www.wilmski.org/membership/

Eastern Pennsylvania Ski Council and National Ski Council 
Federation

Use these links to find discounts and activities from the National 
Ski Council Federation and EPSC and other member clubs:

https://skifederation.org/
http://www.wilmski.org/epsc

THINK SNOW!
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